Babesia bennetti n. sp. from the yellow-legged gull (Larus cachinnans, Aves, Laridae) on Benidorm Island, Mediterranean Sea.
Babesia bennetti sp. nov. is described as a new species of piroplasm parasitizing the yellow-legged gull Larus cachinnans. This is the first report of Babesia for this family of birds. Double infections in the erythrocytes were common. The udder cow forms described in Babesia peircei also were found in this species. The typical "X" forms are rarely seen, with merozoites commonly found in pairs as tetrads.